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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
GIFTED STUDENTS SPEND SUMMER EXPLORING MATH AND SCIENCE
CHARLESTON, IL--While many high school students spend their
summer vacations relaxing, traveling or working, a select group
of gifted ninth and tenth graders are attending summer camp at
Eastern Illinois University where they are exploring innovations
in math and science.
Cosponsored by Eastern's Honors Programs and the Illinois
Mathematics and Science Academy in Aurora (IMSA), the camp
attracts some of the brightest students in the state.
This year IMSA, the only three-year, residential high school
for gifted children in the nation, is offering the "Summer 'AD'
Ventures" program, focusing on mathematics, science and technology.
The program supplements high school coursework, taking
students beyond the traditional boundaries of junior and senior
high school mathematics, science and computer science instruction, according to Branson Lawrence, an Eastern alumnus who is on
the chemistry faculty of IMSA and directs the camp.
It focuses on enrichment experiences in scientific inquiry
and mathematical problem-solving, Lawrence said. Students also
-more-
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GIFTED STUDENTS

get a firsthand look at college life by living in the residence
halls.
"I am happy and pleased to see so many bright and intellectually motivated students come to Eastern to explore scientific
thought.

The future of this country depends on our children

learning all they can and working up to their potential," said
Herbert Lasky, director of Eastern ' s Honors Programs and IMSA
campus liaison.
Since the camp began on July 6, the students have learned
about gas laws by using various tools to thrust potatoes across
the university quad.

A water-testing experiment at the campus

pond taught them about different life forms, while a lab experiment on plastics gave them an opportunity to make silly putty,
slime and styrofoam.
A fossil hunt at the Charleston Quarry and visit to an Amish
farm enhanced their understanding of the past.
They spend very little time in the classroom listening to
lectures, Lawrence said. "The students participate in a variety
of hands-on activities which encourage them to go out and find
their own answers. We hope that they will come to the realization
that they are in control of their learning. "
Students do not receive grades for completing the program ,
but rather they are given a written evaluation on their learning
experiences, which they record in journals.
They also will share what they learn by producing a story-more-

